
 
 

 

 

Which Bible is the Word of God? 
 

Monday schedule at 7:30 p.m. 

March 21, 2022 .................................................................................... Which Bible is the Word of God? 

March 28, 2022 ............................................................... Understanding the challenges of translations 

April 4, 2022 ................................................................................................. The problem with language 

April 11, 2022 ........................................................................... Principles and purposes of translations 

 

Wednesday schedule at 8:30 a.m. 

April 6, 2022 ........................................................................................ Which Bible is the Word of God? 

April 13, 2022 ................................................................. Understanding the challenges of translations 

April 20, 2022 ............................................................................................... The problem with language 

April 27, 2022 ........................................................................... Principles and purposes of translations 

 

Opening prayer: Lord God, all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness so that we are thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. As we begin a study and discussion on the challenges of biblical translation, help us to 
approach this topic with humility and confidence as we trust that your Word will never return 
to you empty. In Jesus’ name we ask this. Amen.   

 

Introduction 

“Pastor, why are they changing God’s Word?” Have you heard this question? Have you asked 
it as you have seen more new translations hit the 
shelves at your local bookstore or online than 
you can keep track of? How can all these 
translations be so different and yet be God’s 
Word? Can we even be sure we know what 
God’s Word says anymore? 

On the other hand, it has also been stated: The 
King James Version is the Word of God! Can a 
translation claim to be God’s Word? Is one 
translation God’s Word to the exclusion of 
others? Do you have to be able to read Greek or 
Hebrew or Aramaic to be able to know what 
God’s Word really says? 

 

  

Bible translations 1 



2 | P a g e  
 

Activity 

Let’s try something.  

1. Form groups of four people.  
2. Pick someone (person 1) in your group to write a sentence on a blank piece of paper. 

(You can just rip off the last page of this handout.) 
3. Now have another person (2) read that sentence to someone else (person 3) in your 

group. 
4. Now have that person (3) in your group write down what the person (2) said/read on 

the blank below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Now have the last person (4) in your group tear up the piece of paper on which the first 
person (1) originally wrote the sentence. 

 

Evaluate 

1. Do you still have the word of the original person? 

 

2. Did the person (3) who heard the sentence read to them hear the word of the person 
who made up the original sentence? 

 

3. Is the word written on the blank of this sheet still the word of the original person even 
though the original was destroyed? 
 

Study 

This little exercise helps us to wrestle with some of the issues involved when we ask the 
question, “What is the Word of God?” 

We believe that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God. That means that we believe that 
the words themselves, not just general ideas are the true Word of God. Look up these passages 
and explain why we would say this. 

 2 Timothy 3:16 

 

 2 Peter 1:20,21 

 

 Galatians 3:16 

 

This leads us to the teaching we call verbal inspiration. It means we have a very high regard for 
the Scriptures – every word. It is right and proper that we treat the Bible with respect, as the 
very Word of God. The question is, “Which Bible?” 

If only the original words and syllables which the prophets, psalmists, kings, and apostles 
wrote comprise the Bible, then we are in trouble. We have none of these originals. They are all 
either lost or destroyed. We have only copies of the originals. 
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Read Jeremiah 36:20-32. 

1. What was destroyed?  
 

2. What was not? 

Still, look at what Scripture says about God’s Word: 

 Isaiah 40:8 (1 Peter 1:23-25) 
 

 Psalm 119:89 
 

 Matthew 24:35 
 
Based on the passages above, consider these questions. 

1. Are the words and syllables on the paper the Word 
of God? 

 

2. What is it that lasts forever? 
 

Consider some quotations from Gerhard and Quenstedt: 

Gerhard: By the term Scripture we have in mind not so much the outer form or the signs, that is, 
the particular letters, the act of writing, and the words with which the divine revelation has been 
written down, but the subject matter itself and the thing signified, namely, that which is meant 
and designated by the writing, the Word of God, which teaches us of his nature and will. Some 
have expressed it this way: The Word of God may be viewed essentially as the very thoughts 
God expresses, or non-essentially and accidentally as preaching and writing. In other words, as 
in any other writing done by an intelligent and rationale agent, so also in the prophetic and 
apostolic Scriptures two things should be borne in mind: first, the letters, syllables, and words 
that are written and are outer symbols indicating and expressing the ideas of the mind; and 
second, the thoughts themselves, which are the things signified, expressed with the symbols of 
letters, syllables, and words. Accordingly, in the term Scripture we include both of these, but 
especially the latter (Loci Theologici, I, 14). (WLS Sr Dogmatics Notes, p. 65)  

Quenstedt: The name “Holy Scripture” is used either essentially [in its real essential meaning] as 
a name for the divine sense expressed in the spoken words or the writing or in so far as it is a 
divine Word (in this sense, eternity is ascribed to Scripture Is 40:8; 1 Pe 1:23,25), or it is used 
materially [with reference to the stuff of which Scripture is made], as a name for the spoken 
words themselves, the letters and characters, or the writing itself, insofar as it [sic – perhaps 
delete “it”] the meaning God intends to convey, the divine sense is recorded in letters. Note VIII: 
The formale (essence) of Scripture is the divine message revealed in it; the materiale (the stuff of 
which it is made) is the letters, the words, the writing. — Thesis V: The essence of Scripture is, on 
the one hand, internal, on the other, external. The internal essence, or that which makes 
Scripture be what it is, namely, to be the word of God, i.e., that which makes it be the Word of 
God and distinguishes it from any other writing is the inspired meaning of Scripture, which in 
general is the concept existing in God's mind concerning the mysteries of God and our salvation, 
a concept that was formed in eternity and revealed in time and communicated to us in writing, 
or the Theopneustia itself, i.e., the divine inspiration, 2 Tm 3:16, as that by which the Word is 
made divine and distinguished from a human word. The external essence is the character of the 
speech, or style and idiom, in the Old Testament the idiom of the Hebrew language and in part, 
the Aramaic, in the New Testament of the Greek language (TDP, pars I, cap. IV sec.I, thes. I, nota 
VII, p 54). (WLS Sr Dogmatics Notes, p. 65-66) 
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Explain the significance of this statement: If this (the previous points) were not true, then we 
could not translate the Bible. 

 

Look up Acts 2:4-11. 

1. What was being spoken by the 
disciples? 

 

2. With what word forms and grammar 
was it being spoken? 

 

3. Were the people hearing God’s Word?  

 

Carrying out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19,20 and Mark 16:15) would be impossible if 
the letters and syllables of the Greek or Hebrew or Aramaic were essentially the Word of God. 
Why? 

 

Yet, the language and the letters and characters of the original Greek and Hebrew/Aramaic are 
extremely important. What do the following passages say about the forms and words of the 
original Scriptures? 

 Matthew 5:18 

 

 Deuteronomy 4:2 (12:32) 

 

 Revelation 22:18 
 

Intriguing quotes from Luther 

“Let us be clear on this: we are not likely to retain the gospel without the languages. The 
languages are the scabbards in which the sword of the Spirit is held. They are the keg in 
which the drink is kept. They are the pantry in which this food is stored. … Therefore it is 
certain that where the languages do not remain, the gospel itself will ultimately perish” (To 
the Councilmen of Germany, LW 45, p 360). 

“In the measure that we love the gospel, so let us place strong emphasis on the languages. 
For it is not without reason that God wrote the Scriptures in the two languages Hebrew and 
Greek. That language which God did not despise but rather chose above all others for the 
final revelation of his Word is the language which we also should honor above all others” 
(To the Councilmen of Germany, LW 45, p 359). 

 

Therefore, we may say that a translation is God’s Word to the degree that it carefully reproduces 
the meaning of the original words. Yet this is never on a par with the original languages (due to 
the difficulty of translating and carrying a meaning into another language to the same degree as 
it is conveyed in the original). This will be the topic of our next study.  
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